Iain Tormod MacLeòid
Chaidh Sabhal Mòr Ostaig a stèidheachadh sa bhliadhna naoi ceud deug seachdad ’s a trì. Aig an àm sin – well, chaidh – bha sinn ga h-ainmeachadh mar colaiste Ghàidhlig, agus bha cùrsaichean goirid air an tabhann, agus cuideachd chaidh leabharlann a stèidheachadh.
Cha ’reid mi aig an àm sin gu robh na h-urrasairean buileach cho cinnteach dè seòrsa planaichean a bh’ ann. Mar a thuirt mi ’s e colaiste Ghàidhlig – chaidh a stèidheachadh mar cholaiste Ghàidhlig, ach an uair sin an ceann deich bliadhna bha, bha iad ag obair air cùrsaichean ’s bha iad fhèin a’ faicinn am feumalachd mòr a bh’ aig a’ Ghàidhealtachd air ionad foghlaim a bha a’ teagasg aig an treas ìre, tha – tertiary mar a chanas sinn sa, sa Bheurla – agus chaidh an cùrsa a bha seo stèidheachadh. ’S e cùrsa HND – Higher National Diploma, teisteanas àrd-ìre – ann an gnìomhachas agus foghlam na Gàidhealtachd, agus thòisich mi fhìn anns a’ bhliadhna a bha sin – naoi ceud deug ochdad ’s a trì.

Thòisich sinn le seachd oileanaich, agus tha – mar a bhios mi ag innse a-rithist – tha an t-àite a tha seo air fàs, Sabhal Mòr air fàs gu mòr, an àireamh chùrsaichean agus an àireamh de dh’oileanaich. Ach bha e, bha e gu math cudromach aig an àm sin airson nuair a thòisich sinn a’ teagasg an cùrsa a bha seo gu tur tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig cha robh foghlam bun-sgoil no foghlam àrd-sgoil air an stèidheachadh, tha, tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig co-dhiù – tha, tha mi a’ smaoineachadh gun do thòisich foghlam bun-sgoil bliadhna no dà bhliadhna as dèidh sin.

Ach leudaich a’ cholaiste, agus thàinig an leudachadh as mòtha, tha mi a’ creidsinn, deich bliadhna as dèidh sin nuair a fhuair sinn togalach ùr, tha, ’s e an togalach a bha sin – bha sinn gu h-àraid, uh, well bha àiteachan-fuirich san togalach a bha sin. Agus cuideachd, ’s e rud eile, bha leasachaidhean mòra a’ tachairt taobh telebhisein. Agus chaidh stiùidio telebhisein a stèidheachadh aig a’ cholaiste. Agus bha sin, bha na cùrsaichean, agus na h-àireamhan oileanaich a’ sìor-leudachadh, agus le cùrsaichean, le, le àite-fuirich, bha e gu math cudromach airson bha e a’ toirt dhuinn barrachd cothroman air oileanaich bho àiteachan eadar-dhealaichte, bha e caran doirbh àite-fuirich fhaighinn sa choimhearsnachd. Agus cuideachd bha e math thaobh cùrsaichean goirid feadh an t-sàmhraidh, agus cuideachd co-labhairtean. Ach thòisich sinn, chùm sinn oirnn a’ leudachadh, agus, tha, beagan bhliadhnaichean, well, naoi ceud deug naochad ’s a ceithir, thòisich sinn a’ compàirteachadh ann am pròiseact, uh, Oilthigh na Gàidhealtachd - ’s e pròiseact a bh’ ann, aig, aig an ìre sin. Agus an ceann ceithir bliadhna eile bha cùrsaichean ceum air an dealbh, ’s air an dearbhadh, agus air an lìbhrigeadh. Thòisich sinn ann an naoi ceud deug naochad ’s a h-ochd a’ teagasg cùrsaichean, cùrsaichean ceum. Agus sin mar a tha cùisean bhon uair sin.
Agus air a’ bhliadhna seo fhèin, tha faisg air dà cheud oileanach againn a-niste air cùrsaichean àrd-ìre. Agus tha, air cùrsaichean adhartach, FE mar a chanas sinn, tha, tha mi a’ smaoineachadh, ceud agus fichead ’s a dhà air cùrsa, cùrsa inntrigidh, inntrigidh a chanas sinn ris. Tha sin a’ toirt cothrom do dh’oileanaich, tha, a tha a’ tòiseachadh air Gàidhlig - ’s e cùrsa, dìon-chùrsa air astar a th’ ann – agus gheibh iad gu ìre far am faod iad a dhol air adhart gu na cùrsaichean ceum.

A bharrachd air sin tha na cùrsaichean goirid againn fhathast, agus tha na h-àireamhan air na bliadhnaichean mu dheireadh ann an sheo, tha iad air a bhith – well, tha mi a’ smaoineachadh, an uiridh bha mu seachd ceud, bha barrachd na sin a’ bhliadhna, a’ bhliadhna roimhe. Mar sin tha cùrsaichean goirid fhathast gu math cudromach.
’S tha rannsachadh air a bhith a’ leasachadh gu mòr, no na cothroman a thaobh rannsachadh air a bhith a’ leasachadh gu mòr. Tha oileanaich PhD againn ann an sheo, air an làrach a-nist. Ach cuideachd tha pròiseact rannsachaidh gu math cudromach gu bhith, gu bhith a’ tachairt a dh’aithghearr - ’s e sin pròiseact eadar-oilthigh – tha, agus tha e gu mòr airson a bhith, tha, a’ leasachadh ’s ath-bheothachadh na Gàidhlig, agus mar sin bidh barrachd luchd-obrach ann an sheo, ach bidh bun-structar rannsachaidh air a thogail anns a’ cholaiste a tha seo ach tha mi a’ smaoineachadh gu bheil e cho fìor-chudromach gu bheil fiosrachadh ’s rannsachadh againn mu dheidhinn staid, staid ar cànain, ciamar a tha sinn a’ dol ga leasachadh. Agus aig cridhe a h-uile rud a tha a’ cholaiste a’ dèanamh ’s e a’ Ghàidhlig.
’S e prìomh amas na colaiste a bhith a’ glèidheadh agus ath-bheothachadh na Gàidhlig. Agus mar a tha mi air a bhith ag ràdh tha sinn a’ dèanamh sin ann an grunn dhòighean thaobh an teagasg, a thaobh an rannsachadh, ach cuideachd ann an dòighean eile a thaobh cultar – a bhith a’ brosnachadh cultar. Agus tha feadhainn dhe na h-obraichean againn ann an sheo ceangailte ri sin. Mar eisimpleir tha sgrìobhaiche aig a’ cholaiste, agus cuideachd ceòladair, agus a-nist an neach-ealain cuideachd.

Agus dh’fhaodadh duine ag ràdh a’ mhòr-chuid dhen obair a tha sinn a’ dèanamh, can na cùrsaichean goirid, tha e mu dheidhinn cultar. Tha ceòl is cànan is iomadach rud eile a’ tachairt feadh, feadh an t-sàmhraidh ann an sheo.
Agus dìreach airson crìochnachadh tha mi a’ smaoineachadh, dìreach a thaobh inbhe, gu bheil a’ cholaiste air a bhith a’ cosnadh inbhe agus cliù thairis air na, thairis air na bliadhnaichean. Tha an aithne a tha seo againn a-niste mar ionad nàiseanta airson cànain, airson Gàidhlig agus cultar na Gàidhlig, agus tha, bhon an ùine a tha mise air a bhith ann an sheo co-dhiù, ’s e àite a th’ ann, a tha a’ sìor-fhàs, agus a chumas air a’ fàs cuideachd, airson tha planaichean mòr againn cuideachd airson an ath fichead bliadhna.

Well, tha an obair aig Sabhal Mòr Ostaig a’ còrdadh riumsa fìor mhath. Tha, tha còig bliadhna fichead, well tha barrachd, aidh, seachd bliadhna fichead, tha sia, seachd bliadhna fichead ann bhon a thòisich mi aig a’ cholaiste, agus feumaidh mi ràdh – well ’s e tlachd mòr a th’ ann a bhith ag obair còmhla ri oileanaich. ’S e, ’s e foghlam aon de phrìomh obraichean na colaiste, agus adhbharan na colaiste, agus tha an obair agam fhìn gu mòr a thaobh foghlaìm. Agus tha e math a bhith a’ faicinn oileanaich a’ dèanamh uiread de dh’adhartas, oileanaich a’ tighinn gu fileantachd, oileanaich an uair sin ann an obraichean, agus tha e math cuideachd a bhith a’ faicinn dìreach mar a tha an t-àite a tha seo air a bhith a’ fàs. Agus cuideachd, ’s e rud eile, tha mi fhìn gu math toilichte san sgìre a tha seo. Tha mi a’ smaoineachadh gun e àite air leth breàgha a th’ ann an Slèite agus ’s e deagh choimhearsnachd a th’ ann, a bhith a’ fuireach ann. Agus mar sin tha, a thaobh na h-obrach feumaidh mi aideachadh – agus far a bheil mi – gu bheil mi gu math toilichte.
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig was established in nineteen seventy three. At that time – well we called it a Gaelic college, and short courses were offered, and also a library was established.

I don’t believe at that time that the trustees were really so sure what kind of plans there were. As I said, it was a Gaelic college – it was established as a Gaelic college, but then after ten years they were working on courses and they themselves were seeing the great need in the Gàidhealtachd (“Highlands”) for an education centre that was teaching at “an treas ìre” – tertiary as we say in English – and this course was established. It was an HND course – Higher National Diploma, “teisteanas àrd-ìre” – in business and Gàidhealtachd studies, and I myself started in that year – nineteen eighty three.

We started with seven students, and – as I will say again – this place has grown, Sabhal Mòr has grown greatly, the number of courses and the number of students. But it was very important at that time because when we started teaching this course completely through the medium of Gaelic there was no primary or secondary education established, in Gaelic medium anyway – I think primary education started a year or two after that.

But the college expanded, and the biggest expansion, I believe, came ten years after that when we got a new building, that building was – that was especially, well there was accommodation in that building. And also, another thing, there were big developments happening with television. And a television studio was developed at the college. And that was, the courses and the numbers of students were constantly expanding, and with courses, with accommodation, it was very important because it was giving us more opportunities for students from different places, it was quite difficult to get accommodation in the community. And also it was good in relation to short courses over the summer, and also conferences. But we began, we kept on expanding, and, a few years, well, nineteen ninety four, we began participating in the University of the Highlands project – it was a project at that stage. And after four more years degree courses had been designed, approved, and delivered. We started in nineteen ninety eight teaching degree courses. And that’s how things have been since then.

And this year we have nearly two hundred students now on higher education courses. And on further education courses, FE as we say, there are, I think, one hundred and twenty two on an access course as we call it. That gives a chance to students that are starting on Gaelic – it’s an intensive distance course – and they’ll get to a level at which they can go forward to the degree courses.

In addition to that we still have the short courses, and the numbers on the last years here, they have been – well, I think, last year there were about seven hundred, there were more than that the year before. So short courses are still very important.

And research has been developing greatly, or the opportunities in relation to research have been developing greatly. We have PhD students here, on the site now. But also a very important research project is to be happening soon – that’s an inter-university project – and it’s greatly for developing and revitalising Gaelic, and so there will be more staff here, but there will a base for research built in this college but/so I think it’s so very important that we have information and research about the state of our language, how we are going to develop it. And at the heart of everything the college does is Gaelic.

The college’s main aim is to preserve and revitalise Gaelic. And as I’ve been saying we do that in many ways in relation to teaching, research, and also other ways in relation to culture – encouraging culture. And some of our jobs here are connected to that. For example, we have a writer at the college, and also a musician, and now the artist as well.

And one might say the majority of the work we do, say the short courses, it is about culture. Music and language and many other things happen here over the summer.

And just to finish I think, just in relation to status, that the college has been earning status and reputation over the years. We have this recognition now as a national centre for language, for Gaelic and Gaelic culture, and since the time I have been here anyway, it’s a place that is always growing, and that will keep growing also, because we have big plans also for the next twenty years.

Well, I really like the work at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. It’s twenty five years, well more, aye, twenty seven years, it’s twenty six, twenty seven years since I started at the college, and I must say – well it’s a great pleasure to work with students. Education is one of the primary jobs of the college, and reasons for the college, and my own work is greatly involved in education. And it’s good to see students making so much progress, students coming to fluency, students then in jobs, and it’s also good to see just how this place is growing. And also, another thing, I myself am very happy in this area. I think Sleat is a very beautiful place, and it’s a good community to live in. And so in relation to my job I must admit – and where I am – that I am very happy.
